
ANNIE

Who are you?

LILY

Honey, we’re your Mom and Dad.

(A buzz of disbelief from the crowd)

ROOSTER

Mudge. Mudge is the name. Ralph Mudge. And this here is the wife, Shirley.

LILY

You never knew it, dear, but you’re Annie Mudge.

WARBUCKS

Annie Mudge?

ROOSTER

(Edging into the room)

We was sick and broke, honey, and didn’t know which way to turn, and a man
give us a chance to work on his farm up in Canada.

LILY

But we couldn’t bring along no baby.

ROOSTER

We loved you, Annie, but we had to leave you behind.

GRACE

(Not buying it totally)

Mr. Mudge, is it? We’ve seen a great number of people who’ve claimed to be…

ROOSTER

Proof, I expect you’ll be wantin’ proof of who we are. Here’s our driver’s licenses
and Annie’s birth certificate.

(Hands the papers to GRACE)
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GRACE

(Takes the birth certificate and reads)

“Baby girl, Name, Ann Elizabeth Mudge, born to Ralph and Shirley Mudge. 
New York, New York, October 28th, 1922.“

ANNIE

October 28th, that’s my birthday.

GRACE

It was in her note, Sir.

WARBUCKS

(Stunned)

Yes, I know. But I still don’t …

ROOSTER

Mister, please, you gotta believe us. 

(HE quickly takes the documents back from GRACE)

We got in on the Greyhound this afternoon and went straight to the orphanage to
fetch our Annie. And the lady there said our baby was up here. 

LILY

(Clutching HER, a little too tightly)

Oh, Annie, all the years I dreamed of holdin’ you in my arms again.

GRACE

(Playing detective)

Mr. Mudge, on the night that Annie was left at the orphanage…

ROOSTER

(Beating her to the punch)

Oh, here’s something you wouldn’t know about, but when we left Annie at the
Orphanage, we left half of a silver locket with her and kept the other half so’s one
day…

LILY

Ralph, look! Annie’s wearin’ it.
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ROOSTER

(Crosses to ANNIE to compare lockets halves, very quickly. Too quickly)

And here’s the part we kept. Yes. It fits perfectly.

LILY

Oh, thank God, Ralph, she’s our Annie.

ROOSTER

She is, she is.

(Big, stunned crowd reaction. HIS last line silences THEM)

WARBUCKS 

(For the first time, beaten)

She seems to be.

ROOSTER

Well, if you’ll get Annie’s things together, we’ll be taking her along.

WARBUCKS

(Puts ANNIE behind HIM)

Take her?!

GRACE

No.

WARBUCKS

Just a moment, Mr. Mudge, what about the money?

(HE takes out a check)

ROOSTER

(Part of the scam)

Money? Well, we ain’t got much, but we’d be glad to give you whatever …

WARBUCKS

You haven’t heard that I’ve offered a certified check for fifty thousand dollars to
anyone who can prove they are Annie’s parents?
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ROOSTER

(Drooling, but trying not to show it)

No, Sir. We don’t know nothin’ about no check. Anyway, we don’t want no money.

LILY

(LILY didn’t expect that line, but goes along, baffled)

Right. We don’t want no money for Annie.

(WARBUCKS begins to put check away, but ROOSTER pipes up)

ROOSTER

On the other hand, Shirl. Remember that little pig farm out in New Jersey. With
fifty thousand dollars we could buy it...we could afford to bring Annie up right. In
the country.

(Goes a little over the top)

With fresh air, fresh eggs …

LILY

(Stopping HIM)

Fresh ham.

ROOSTER

Ha, ha, fresh ham. 

(Crossing to WARBUCKS to take the check)

Certified, huh? All I gotta do is make it out to myself?

WARBUCKS

(Pulling check away)

Yes, that’s correct. Tomorrow morning.

LILY

(Stunned, a little too loudly)

Tomorrow morning?

WARBUCKS

(HE means business)

Yes, you wouldn’t mind if Annie stayed here until tomorrow morning, Christmas.
Then you can come back to pick up Annie and the check.
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